
Wildflowers for Potticar (Mossburn) Bank - Hovingham 

This proposal aims to encourage wildflowers back into our verge areas and improve biodiversity.  

The charity Plantlife provides more information – see Appendix 1. 

One area identified is Potticar Bank to the south of the village. (see images) This area has 

already been surveyed informally and found to be species rich with low soil fertility, with some 

simple management changes it could become more species rich and provide valuable habitat to 

insects and other wildlife.  

 

The bank is steep (about 1/3rd acre) and a natural limestone outcrop and not suitable for 

anything else. 

The road and footpath edges (about 1 metre wide) would continue to be mowed regularly for 

pedestrian access and visibility lines for vehicle drives. Cutting the bank itself would need only 

be annual, saving cutting costs and reducing carbon emissions. 

The Howardian Hills National Landscape have indicated that they could offer advice and assist in 

this project, we could apply for some funding if needed. Project Purple have also arranged 

funding for £1,000. 

 

 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/


The simple steps for this project are 

• Seek permission from Parish Council to manage this site (this proposal). 

• Seek permission from NYCC to include this site as managed for restoration of wildflowers 

(Frances from the Howardian Hills will approach NYCC) 

• If approved, establish a volunteer group in the village to oversee the area and 

communicate with the village, help with events etc  

Volunteer Group can then: 

1. Survey the site for species in May/June (baseline data carried out in 2023) 

2. Let the site grow without cutting from April 2024 

3. Resurvey the site (Howardian Hills with local volunteers) in June 2024 to reassess species 

and see if any supplementary planting need be done 

4. Late summer, early Autumn NYCC to cut the area, collecting all the vegetation (or village 

volunteers collecting vegetation and arranging composting. (Determine the cost) 

5. Plant any species in October if needed (determine the cost if any)  

6. At least annually, update the village and Parish Council with progress and organise 

information and fun events (eg plant identification, moth counting, photo displays etc)   

7. Look for further opportunities in Hovingham and Scackleton 

Thereafter an annual survey, grass cutting and collection and any further events can be 

organised 

 

Ann Chapman 

Hovingham Action Group – Project Purple 
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